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I. INTRODUCTION

The University of California, Davis is pleased to present this proposal to deliver a customized program in academic research methods and United States culture for students from select partner institutions for three weeks in Davis, California in February 2017.


GOALS:

The primary goals of the proposed training program are to provide an intensive short course designed to:
· Improve English language skills, particularly conversational and public-speaking skills

· Develop a better understanding of U.S. culture and society

· Learn about academic research through visits to key facilities and laboratories  in northern California

· Gain a competitive edge in applying for U.S. graduate programs, including learning about the UC Davis graduate programs and the admission process for US graduate schools, and obtaining basic preparation for the GRE examination
· Experience the rich cultural and recreational activities of northern California, including the city of Davis, Sacramento (the state capitol), and San Francisco.
II. STRATEGIC CONTEXT: THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AND CHINA
With over 200,000 students, ten campuses, three Department of Energy National Laboratories, and five academic medical centers, the University of California is unrivalled by other universities in the quality and scope of its research and education programs. The University’s academic quality is built on the foundation of distinguished faculty, outstanding students, a world-class education, and internationally acclaimed research breakthroughs.  UC’s 49 Nobel Prizes, 56 National Medals of Science, and 358 members of the National Academy of Sciences are unmatched by any other institution, public or private.  

As a system, the University of California has enjoyed an unparalleled array of interactions with Chinese academic institutions, including research collaborations in a wide variety of fields, from science and engineering, to agriculture, medicine, business and the humanities.  Thousands of Chinese scholars have earned degrees and served as visiting scientists at UC campuses, and UC alumni have gone on to make important contributions to Chinese society. Chinese students and scholars have, in turn, contributed very significantly to the quality of UC research and education, and hence to economic development in the state of California.
III.  UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

The University of California, Davis is one of the ten campuses of the University of California, which is considered the premier US university system in the US.  UC Davis is a Tier One research university and ranks 9th among US public universities in research funding.  The University of California, Davis is considered a leader in interdisciplinary research and study. Several of its key research initiatives explore new energy technologies and how to make traditional energy sources more efficient.  The campus is poised for pre-eminence in energy and water, energy and agriculture, and energy and the environment.  

The University of California, Davis is the most comprehensive of the ten UC campuses with 4 colleges, 5 professional schools, 103 academic programs, and 86 graduate programs.  UC Davis awards more bachelor’s and doctor’s degrees in science than any other US institution.

UC Davis is a global campus.  It is deeply committed to international education.  The UC Davis International Initiative strongly emphasizes international and domestic engagement.  UC Davis places a strong emphasis on graduate education and research opportunities. UC Davis draws graduate students and researchers from all over the world. The university hosted more than 5,500 international scholars and students in 2012/13.  It has a significant undergraduate exchange program with top tier universities throughout the world.  

IV. UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS EXTENSION’S CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

UC Davis Extension is the professional and continuing educational division of the University of California.  UC Davis Extension creates a bridge between the university's academic knowledge and the working world of professionals.  The mission of UC Davis Extension is to provide education that transforms people's lives.  
UC Davis Extension’s Center for International Education offers robust international scholar and student programs, as well as customized training programs for government agencies and professions.  Clients include leading international universities, such as Zhejiang University, Taiwan University, Ewha Womans University, and other leading universities.  
V. SHORT-TERM Program for SELECT INSTITUTIONS
This three-week intensive course will provide selected students from select institutions training on the following topical areas:

1. Fundamental Concepts in Academic Research
Lectures will be taught by UC Davis emeritus faculty, UC Davis faculty, and/or advanced graduate students. Suggested topics include:

· Research ethics

· Academic writing

· American university culture

· Graduate school in the United States

Faculty speakers may include:

· Professor Luhmann, UC Davis Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering

· Professor Benjamin Yoo, UC Davis Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

· Professor Tingrui Pan, UC Davis Department of Biomedical Engineering 

· Professor Jan Hopmans, UC Davis Department of Land, Air and Water Resources

· Professor Michael Neff, UC Davis Department of Computer Science

· Professor Charan Ranganath, UC Davis Center for Neuroscience

Presentations by academic institutions may include:

· Confucius Institute at the University of California, Davis

· UC Davis Imaging Research Center
· UC Davis Center for Nano-MicroManufacturing 
· UC Davis Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship

· Western Cooling Efficiency Center

· Translating Engineering Advances to Medical (TEAM) Manufacturing Laboratories 
2. California Field Trips

a. Cultural excursions to two destinations in northern California (Lake Tahoe, weather permitting, the San Francisco Bay Area, Sacramento or another area) that offer learning experiences about the history, culture, and educational institutions in northern California.


b. Excursion to Davis Farmer’s Market
3. Research Lab Visits


a. Visit two to three campus laboratories at UC Davis and/or UC Berkeley. 
4. American Culture
a. Lectures and discussions focused on current topics in American culture and application of the English language
b. Linguistics workshops with topics including pronunciation, idioms, listening, etc.
5. Research Ethics Academic Writing in the American University and Academic Community
a. Lectures and discussions about ethics in academic research and the American university
b. Interactions with American professors and graduate students on research experience and the importance of ethics.
6. Graduate School Preparation

a. Receive workshops on graduate school application and admissions.

b. Information about U.S. graduate programs. 

Eligibility:

Preference should be given to students with 71 iBT scores and above.
Cost:

The cost per student is $2,795.  A minimum of 15 students are required for the program to be offered.
Schedule:
	Week 1
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	9:00 AM
	Orientation
	Academic Research
	Academic Research
	Field Trip Day
	Research Review

	10:00 AM
	
	
	
	
	

	11:00 AM
	
	
	
	
	

	12:00 PM
	Lunch Break
	Lunch Break
	Lunch Break
	
	Lunch Break

	1:00 PM
	Orientation
	Academic Research
	Academic Research
	
	Personal Reflections

	2:00 PM
	
	
	
	
	

	3:00 PM
	
	
	
	
	

	4:00 PM
	
	American Culture
	Research Ethics
	
	Academic Writing

	5:00 PM
	
	
	
	
	


	Week 2
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	9:00 AM
	Field Trip Day
	Academic Research
	Academic Research
	Academic Research
	Research Review

	10:00 AM
	
	
	
	
	

	11:00 AM
	
	
	
	
	

	12:00 PM
	
	Lunch Break
	Lunch Break
	
	Lunch Break

	1:00 PM
	
	Academic Research
	Academic Research
	Academic Research
	Personal  Reflections

	2:00 PM
	
	
	
	
	

	3:00 PM
	
	
	
	
	

	4:00 PM
	
	American Culture 
	Workshop: Grant Proposal Writing
	Workshop: Academic Funding
	Academic Writing

	5:00 PM
	
	
	
	
	


	Week 3
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	9:00 AM
	Field Trip Day
	Academic Research
	Academic Research
	Research Presentation Preparation
	Research Presentations

	10:00 AM
	
	
	
	
	

	11:00 AM
	
	
	
	
	

	12:00 PM
	
	Lunch Break
	Lunch Break
	Lunch Break
	Lunch Break

	1:00 PM
	
	Academic Research
	Academic Research
	Research Presentation Preparation
	Research Presentations

	2:00 PM
	
	
	
	
	

	3:00 PM
	
	
	
	
	

	4:00 PM
	
	Graduate School Applications
	American Culture 
	
	

	5:00 PM
	
	
	
	
	


*Please note that the schedule is tentative and subject to change before the program begins.  
VII. CONCLUSION

The University of California, Davis is pleased to present this educational course for students from select universities. For further information or to discuss the proposal, please contact:

Jacob Hosier, M.A.
Interim Director

Global Study Program
Center for International Education
University of California, Davis Extension

jhosier@ucdavis.edu

UC Davis Extension
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